
It is the new year and to be able to continue the fun, memberships needs to be renewed for the coming 12 

months. We already had almost 40 renewals before the new year! If you haven’t done so already then here is 

some info for you. The HHMFC Renewal form is available through our web site, 

and this link  https://www.hhmfc.co.uk/renewal-form.html  , where the BMFA 

Membership & CAA Registration can be organised through us as well.  

We’re aware the last 10 months have been very trying for some, and so if anyone 

would like to chat over their renewal, please drop Mervyn a brief email at 

 membership@hhmfc.co.uk , and he’ll get in touch to discuss options that may 

be appropriate for your circumstances.  
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Covid is continuously causing havoc with other mutations being found and forcing the government to en-

force unwanted restrictions and guidance. We know for everyone this is tiring, frustrating and disappointing, 

but we need to get through the bad times to enjoy the good ones. 

After our sites fell into the newly introduced tier 4, our committee has our members best interest at heart 

and saw no other option than having to close both sites. This was after several long meetings by the com-

mittee and taking all the information available to them into consideration. The committee are continuously 

discussing the matter as they want to open the sites as soon as possible, but will only re open the sites when 

they feel it is responsible and safe enough to do so. The end is insight though with vaccines being rolled out!  

Hello and Happy New Year! 

We hope everyone has enjoyed the holiday season and made the most of it despite the restrictions. With the 

traumatic 2020 now behind us, thoughts move towards 2021 and a new flying year.  

We’re seeing projects reaching conclusion in an-

ticipation of the better weather and even have 

members making their own merchandise with 

pride of being apart of our club. A big shout out 

to Andy and Brian… You’ve made the front 

page!  

You are now HHMFC’s top model’s for 2021… 

Unfortunately this is a voluntary unpaid role.  

Regardless the hats look great and hopefully we 

can sort out some official club merchandise in the 

future. Nicely done guys.  



Buddying information 

There are members at both Puttenham and Shenley 

that can assist with buddy box training/flying. 

Buddy boxing isn't just for beginners. Maybe you’re 

trying manoeuvres you haven’t tried before. Maybe 

you have a new plane and you’re not confident to 

fly it alone yet. Well don’t leave it in the shed! 

Please feel comfortable enough to ask for a buddy. 

The following members will be happy to arrange a 

convenient time and site: Ed the Chairman, Allan 

Huke, Lawrence North  

Buddy boxing has already been very successful in 

helping a number of new members, both junior and 

senior, with developing 

flying skills and confi-

dence. If you know 

anyone, family or 

friends, who might be 

interested, why not 

bring them along and 

let them have a go!? 

Adam Castle took his 

son Jai Son out for a 

fly, this isn't actually at 

our current site, it is 

where our site was 50 

years ago. Adam says 

his father was a mem-

ber there. It’s good to 

see that flying has been 

passed down at least 3 

generations. Keep it 

up.  

Another Junior mem-

ber in the making as 

John Pierson is intro-

ducing his daughter 

Eva into the hobby. 

John has told me he is 

trying to also get his 

son into the hobby as 

well. Good luck John 

and Eva, we hope to 

see you at the patch 

soon.  

HHMFC JUNIORS  
Djoli and his father Patrik Silen both braved the mud to take flight on one 

of our lovely winter days. Who cleaned the boots?  

Kai has been working 

on a matchstick Heli 

with his dad Daniel 

Seabrooke. We hope 

to see Kai’s progres-

sion in the February 

Newsletter. Good 

work Kai, next step is 

to build a flying 

model.  



COMPETITION TIME!  

We have postponed the flying days in January given the uncertainty of the current Covid situation. But the 

night flights will be rescheduled for a later date. This just means you have more time to work on your night 

flyers and other LED projects.  

There will be a nice prize for the winner, so make the effort and take the plunge into night flying.  

Here are the rules: 

1) You must be able to take it to the patch 

2) All entries must be submitted to James Lewis via Whats app or email at editor@hhmfc.co.uk, Please 

send pictures of your entries. Deadline date to be confirmed.  

We will then hold an evening session at both patches for competitors to show off their work with pictures 

and videos to be posted and a vote held for the winner.  



.  

New Models, Presents, Personal projects, who’s doing what?  

John Copeman has been building a 

wing and it’s almost finished.  

It’s looking great and we can’t wait to 

hear it buzzing around with all the new 

club wings in 2021.  

Lawrence North has done a fantastic job at restoring this club 

trainer to tip top shape. Now we have a fully functioning glow 

fuel model along with our other electric club trainers.  

Marcus Goldsmith says that this has been built for over a 

year and he is yet to maiden it. Lawrence North has to 

maiden the same model. Hopefully we will have some 

maiden buddies in 2021 
Marcus Goldsmith also has a nice glider to as-

semble.  



 

Chris West must have been a very good lad this 

year as Santa has dropped off a nice new Spek-

trum IX12, along with a case and a Riot to top it 

all off. I only got a pair of socks… I’m not jealous 

Slawomir zajac has gone 

back to Poland for the 

winter and sent through 

a nice video of him fly-

ing over there. We look 

forward to seeing you 

back home soon in the 

infamous sunshine of 

Hertfordshire.  

Have a safe trip back.  

Douglas Costa sent a picture of his friend flying at his 

old club and airfield in Brazil. Doesn’t that look great? 

Chris Leg-

gate has 

been very 

productive 

making good 

progress on 

his mini lec 

roo and fin-

ishing off the 

Hurricane. 

Good work! 



James (The Newsletter Editor) Lewis has also treated himself for the 

Holidays. He has added a Ares Crossfire Drone and a HobbyKing Gob-

lin  to his collection. Due to his lack of building/setting up ability he is 

heavily reliant on other members to get them air worthy. But is excited 

never the less to fly in 2021. 

Barry Moore is doing a com-

plete engine overhaul.  Howard King has this little beauty sitting in his 

living room waiting for it’s maiden in 2021 

Andy has got himself an EFX Racer! I must admit 

seeing Allan, Howard and others at the club racing 

around the sky, I still have my eye on one of these. 

Great pick up and looking forward to seeing it fly.  

Lawrence’s 

Leopard 

moth’s scratch 

built wing is 

coming along 

nicely. He has 

said “This 

darn' thing 

feels so deli-

cate that a 

good sneeze 

would result 

in terminal 

hangar rash!” 

Well luckily at 

our patches, 

wind is in the 

mind! 



Allen Trendell started his first bulsa build last month and has managed to finish it (We won’t mention the 

Hawker Tempest marking scheme). 

Allen already has his 

next project lined up 

which is this Tiger 

Moth.  

Great start on the 

spit Allen and good 

luck with the next 

build.  

Kirk Redford took his first flight at Putters, we hope you 

enjoyed it Kirk and for many more to come.  

Manuel Torrealba Palacios Is working on a piper j-3. 

He has said “It is my own design; well, the fuselage 

and the general outline is taken from the real plane I 

only oversized the tail a bit and increased the wing 

chord to help slow fly. I chose the old eppler 205 

airfoil, same as the old slope soarers, lets see how it 

works on this plane. It has 47 inches wingspan. In 

the first picture you can see the templates for the 

main parts and in the second how she looks now. It 

is made of foam board which I think is pretty eco-

nomic and easy to work with. I am now working on the wings and after that I will install the electronics.” 

Manuel is one of our new members, so we all look forward to meeting you and seeing the Piper in the Air.  



The committee are working very hard to make 2021 a great year for Hemel Hempstead Model Flying Club, 

we are looking again to increase memberships as well as upgrading both Puttenham and Shenley sites. We 

will also be looking to hold some official club events if safe to do so.  

 

We hope you have all enjoyed the newsletter! 

 

Please keep sending us your pictures or videos and we will look to publish as 

much as we can.  

 

Until the next edition, Happy New Year!! 

QR Code 

Some of you may have spotted these displayed at both sites. Simply point the 

camera on the code from most mobile phones, or with the appropriate app. This 

will enable quick access to our website. We hope this may encourage interest from 

passers by who might want to consider getting involved in the hobby and becom-

ing a new club member.                                   

To unsubscribe from the newsletter please email UNSUBSCRIBE to editor@hhmfc.co.uk 

A tribute to our fantastic club, and pulling together to help each other. Within minutes of putting a message 

in our what’s app group, that I had gotten stuck at Shenley. Several members including Barry Moore, John 

Copeman, Douglas Costa were scrambling to my rescue. I even had the Chairman Ed and Howard King 

calling to make sure I was ok. Within two 

hours of posting Allen Trendell showed 

up and managed to pull me out. Thank 

you everyone for your help. It was much 

appreciated. Also thank you to new 

member Ken Speed for sticking around 

and keeping me company. Thanks again 

everyone.  

STUCK IN THE MUD  

Robin Bussell has sent in this pic-

ture saying “Here’s a picture of the 

Robin DR400 which I’ve been building 

from plans for the past 8 years!  It might 

actually get finished this summer! “  

Our fingers are crossed you finish it this 

year as we would love to see it up at one 

of our patches. Lets get her in the Air!  

Club/Vortex Wing Build Video 

Just to let people know the build video is 

underway, this may take some time with the 

build and editing. Hopefully it will be ready 

by the end of January… we are so excited! 


